A SHORTER HISTORY OFJENGLAND
to compare in numbers with the very large feudal levies of the
French King when they should have been gathered. The object
was rather to conduct a raid for the purpose of gain and of
weakening his opponent. Edward looted the Norman towns,
notably Caen, marched up the Seine almost to Paris, though
there could be no question of his attacking that great town,
and then (for the French feudal levies had by this time been
gathered) he crossed the Seine at Poissy and doubled back by
rapid marches towards the north-east, intending to meet his fleet
in the Narrows of the Channel and get back to England again
with his booty.
He was checked by the line of the Somme—a marshy valley
only to be crossed by causeways or, lower down, by fords.   He
found all the crossings guarded, and went farther and farther
down the stream, seeking his opportunity to reach the northern
bank.  This opportunity came on August 25,1346, at the lowest
passage of the river (a ford called Blanchetaque); but the
attempt to cross there could only be taken at some risk.   The
French force guarding the farther bank where the hardened
road of the ford came out on the northern shore of the Somme
was small enough to be tackled by Edward's considerable army;
but that army would have to get across quickly at low tide, for
a little after, upon the flood, the water would already be more
than waist-deep.1   Edward's army got across, and successfully
fought its way past the French posts on the far side, but it was
a very difficult operation, for the rising of the tide cut off a great
part of his baggage.    Having reached the farther shore, he
reprovisioned and set forth hastily for the Straits of Dover,
making his first day's march through the forest of Crecy, beyond
which lies the little town of that name.   It had seemed possible,
with a well-disciplined force such as his, accustomed to rapid
marching, to escape the pursuit of the large feudal army which
tike French King had gathered and which was ready to approach
from the south up the Somme valley, but on arrival at Cr6cy it
1 The accounts of all this based upon. Froissart are not reliable; our best
>3oaimentary evidence is the contemporary diary of the march printed in
tfee kisehen accounts of the English King. Froissart has no sense of topo-
grapby, mixes up the two sides of the river, confuses Oisemont with Bois-
Htont, and gives a picturesque but impossible story of Blanchetaque being
discovered by the aid of some local fellow—whereas Blanchetaque was, and
bad always been, the main, specially hardened causeway leading across the
HKiddy estuary* It is now a lane on dry land, all this part of the Somme
estuary having been reclaimed in our day,
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